2 IO        XEMINISCENCES OF WINFIELD S. HANCOCK.
to wear his sword-belt under his coat, and the coat unbuttoned, except at the top, so as to expose his shirt-front.
On arriving at the right of the line General Hancock found that the troops he had posted across the Taneytown road on Cemetery Hill had been removed, and, fearing an attack.in that direction, rode to General Meade's headquarters to ask that troops from some other command might be sent there.    Finding   General   Meade's   headquarters deserted   he  returned to  the line.    As he rode down the line he spoke to several of the regimental commanders, and was cheered by the troops as he passed.    The  enemy's  attack  was  now  in  full vigor; our men evinced a striking disposition to withhold  their  fire  for  close  quarters, and  the enemy's advance was for some time opposed only by an irregular artillery fire.    Hays had several regiments posted well to the front behind stone walls, and   on   his  right was Woodruff's powerful   battery of light twelves.    Whether  the   fire was more    close   and  deadly here,  or  whether, as some claim, the troops in Pettigrew's command were not as well seasoned to war as Pickett's men, it is certain the attack on Hays was very speedily repulsed.    That it was pressed with resolution was attested by the dead and wounded, which were as numerous in Hays's front as on any other part of the, no one ever discovered it. I le had been several times wounded, and was prom- his shadow,
